[Spasmodic laughter syncope. An unusual complication of pseudobulbar palsy].
Spasmodic laughter is a classical sign of pseudobulbar palsy, but it has never been reported, to our knowledge, to provoke syncope. A 63-year-old hypertensive and diabetic man with peripheral neuropathy and lacunar pseudobulbar palsy presented with three episodes of spasmodic laughter which had induced syncope. No new episode was observed after the beginning of low dose bisoprolol. Sustained or spasmodic laughter is accompanied by repetitive bursts of forced expiration, corresponding to short repetitive Valsalva maneuvers. Laughter-induced syncope is considered as one of the many Valsalva-type/vagally mediated syncopal attacks leading to rapid fall in blood pressure without compensatory tachycardia. The presence of autonomic diabetic neuropathy may also contribute to these attacks.